
Written method used in  addition  
calculations in Year 6 are outlined 
below. 
 
Standard Method of Column Addition 
 
 3587 
       + 675 
         4262 
         ¹¹¹ 
 
This would be extended to numbers 
with any number of digits. It would 
also be used to add decimal numbers 
with 1, 2 or 3 decimal places. 
 
  13.86 
       +   9.481 
          23. 341 
          ¹¹  ¹ 
 
 
 

ADDITION SUBTRACTION MULTIPLICATION DIVISION 

Written method used in  subtraction  
calculations in Year 6 are outlined 
below. 
 
Standard Method of Subtraction  
( decomposition) 

 
 
 6 4 6 7   4 0 0 9 
      - 2 6 8 4_      - 2 7 6 4 
        3 7 8 3          1 2 4 5 
 
 
This would be extended to numbers 
with any number of digits. It would 
also be used to subtract decimal 
numbers with 1, 2 or 3 decimal plac-
es. 
 
 
 
  1 3 . 8 6 
       -    9 . 4 8 1 
             4 . 3 7 9 
 
  For numbers which need to be 
 subtracted but are close together, 
children would be encouraged 

Written method used in multiplication 
calculations in Year 6 are outlined 
below. 
 
Expanded Partitioning method 
 
 87 
      X   6 
 42  ( 7 x 6 ) 
       480   ( 80 x 6 ) 
       522 
       ¹  
  
Standard Short Multiplication Method 
 
  87 
        X  6 
                 522 
  4 
                    
 
Standard Long Multiplication Method 
 
  87 
       X 62 
 174      
        5220      
        5394  
 
 

Written method used in division 
calculations in Year 6 are outlined 
below. 
 
Standard Method of Short Division 
( Bus Stop) 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Usually used when the divisor is a 
single digit number. 
 
 
 
Standard Method of Long Division 
 
         2 7 
 36  9 7 7 
       7 2  
       2 5 7 
       2 5 2 
             5 
977 ÷ 36 = 27 rem 5 
 
Jottings such as these are 
used to check the num-
ber of times a number 
goes into another num-
ber– but estimation is 
helpful. 
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